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Liverpool Lennon “Schools” Poetry Slam                                              [image: image1.png]



Closing Date to register interest: Friday 18th June 2010
Closing date for paper submissions: Friday 2nd July 2010
Entries to: shelley@beatlesstory.com 
Finalist notified by: 9th July 2010

Finals held on: During the day 9th November 2010 
Calling all Merseyside High Schools!
· Can your poets write a poem to celebrate the life of John Lennon followed up with another poem based on any of John’s lyrics or song titles? 
· Can they then perform their poem in a poetry slam?
The Beatles Story are holding a series of special events as part of the John Lennon tribute season which runs from the 9th October,(John’s 70th birthday,) to the 9th December 2010 , 30 years after his untimely death. John would have been seventy this year.

As part of this celebration we are inviting Liverpool secondary schools to take part in a ‘Schools Poetry Slam’.

What is a Poetry Slam?

A Poetry Slam is a competition that enables people to combine written poems with performance.

It’s a team event where teams perform two poems on stage, in front of the other competitors, in a group consisting of 4 team members.
Think drama and theatre, rather than poetry simply being read aloud, thus making poetry a fun and totally engaging experience.

Writing and performance through poetry helps to develop skills and valuable communication techniques, helping build up confidence and self esteem.

Performers are judged on the quality of their writing as well as their performance, against clearly defined criteria.

Audience response also forms part of the judging process.

Step 1:

To enter our free competition you must first register your interest in taking by simply emailing your name, the school name and a contact telephone number to: shelley@beatlesstory.com by the 18th June 2010 
* we regret entries to register interest after this date cannot be considered.
Step 2:

Schools submit a paper poem celebrating the life of John Lennon to be performed by a team of up to 4 people. Deadline Friday 2nd July 2010. 

* We regret poems entered after this date cannot be considered
Step 3:

Poem entries to be sent to shelley@beatlesstory.com and MUST state what school it is from. Include your personal contact details; full name and postal address as well as email/ phone number so we can contact you if you have been short listed to perform.  
* Please also state ‘schools poet’ in the subject line of the email.
Step 4:

Schools will be informed if their poem has been selected for the final by Friday July the 9th 2010.

Step 5:

Schools will be contacted again in September and invited to a poetry workshop facilitated by Roger Cliffe Thompson from the Liverpool 800 poets event. Date (TBC)
What we would like you to write about:

The subject is John Lennon and we want poems that are going to celebrate John’s life. 

Can your team write and perform in a way that represents today’s youth combined with the John Lennon theme?

Judges will be looking for poems that are engaging, exciting and relevant to today’s youth culture. 

NB: all material must be appropriate and not contain offensive language or statements.

The Final: Tuesday 9th November 2010 (event to be held during daytime)
The event will be compered by Roger Cliffe Thompson, a Liverpool poet, writer and performer and has worked with schools across Liverpool and London. He has also organised and hosted numerous events including, Poem800 (www.poem 800.com), Liverpool Peoples Poet '09 and Birkenhead Park Poet 2010. He is currently the official poet for the ACC Echo Arena. The event will be co-hosted by Jason Richardson, co organiser of the Wirral Ode Show. 
Round 1: All the teams selected by the judging panel will perform their John Lennon poem, with the team of 4 on the stage (max 3 mins).

Each team will be scored by the judging panel.

Round 2: All teams perform a poem based on any of John Lennon’s lyrics or song titles.

Each team will be scored again by the judging panel.

Final marks given and the prizes are awarded. 
Terms and Conditions of entry

	Liverpool Lennon Poet -

Schools Poetry Slam 
	Register interest by: 18th
June 2010

Closing Date for paper entries:  

Friday 2nd July, 5pm


	Entries to  shelley@beatlesstory.com

	Rules & conditions
	

	a) Theme & Method of Entry -:


	1. All entrants must enter through their High School . 

2. All poems must relate to John Lennon.

3. To be considered for the event entrants must submit one poem by 2nd July 2010.

4. Sample poem must be submitted to the Beatles Story by email before the closing date.

5. All entries must contain name and contact details within the email. All poems must be contained in the body of the email, Attachments WILL NOT be accepted. 

6. Online entries will receive automatic confirmation of receipt at the time of submission.
7. No alterations can be made to poems once entered.

8. Telephone or email confirmation of receipt is not available.

9. We are unable to confirm the content of poems submitted online, so please ensure you send the correct poem.

10. Poems must be the original work of the entrant. 

11. Selected schools will be invited to perform at the Liverpool Lennon Schools Poetry  Slam.

12. Selected entrants must perform this poem in the first round of the competition.

13. If demand is high the Beatles Story reserves the right to hold preliminary rounds prior to the event.

14. The Beatles Story reserves the right to change the dates and venue should circumstances require. 

15. Entrants can also enter the Liverpool Lennon Poet – paper poet competition with a different poem.

	c) Submitted poems must be -:


	1. Unpublished.

2. Composed  by pupils from the school.

3. Include school contact details. 

4. Written in English.

5. No longer than a three minute performance.
6. No entries will be accepted after the closing date.
7. One entry per school

8. Judges’ decision is final.

9. Unfortunately work cannot be returned.

	d) Entrants agree that -:


	1. The copyright of each poem remains with the author.  However, authors of selected poems , by entering the competition, grant the Beatles Story the right to broadcast or publish their poem in an anthology by the Beatles Story.   
2. By entering the competition entrants agree to have their performance recorded by the Beatles Story, who retain the right to broadcast or publish their performance.   
3. Profits to the Linda McCartney Foundation.
4. To pay all their own expenses as The Beatles story will not be liable or responsible for reimbursing travel or expenses of any kind.

	d) Organizers agree that -:
	1. No personal details will be disclosed to third parties without prior permission of the author.
2.  All entries free of charge
3. Finalists will be notified by the 9th July and invited to attend Liverpool Lennon Poet Slam on Tuesday 9th of November.


Roger Cliffe-Thompson                                                                                                            19th April 2010 


