The Beatles Story

Teacher Notes for the Elvis & Us exhibition 
(Please allow around 40 minutes to explore the exhibition)
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	Before Elvis there was nothing…….

	· Quote by John Lennon describing his feelings about popular music in the 1950s

· Britain was changing; emerging from post war gloom saw an end to rationing and commodities becoming more available.

· Teenagers were becoming centre stage; as the American way of life began to seep into the British consciousness, social and cultural structures were being questioned.

· Whilst America had many commercial radio stations, Britain was restricted to the BBC’s three stations that featured mainly news and plays with a few musical offerings.


	Heartbreak Hotel 

	· Mid 1950s saw Rock n Roll filter into the UK

· Radio Luxembourg, a commercial radio station, gains a huge teenage following as they play mostly American music.

· Record shops begin to stock releases by American artists
· Heartbreak Hotel Acetate/ Record

· Acetate sent to Elvis as a demo to listen to and approve before the record was  

            pressed and released

· It became his first record to top the Billboard chart selling 300,000 in its first week;
· it was his first gold certified record and was the best selling record in the US in 1956



	Elvis the star!

	· 1956 Rock Around the Clock starring Bill Haley and his Comets is released in cinemas; it is the first film to really feature Rock ‘n’ Roll.

· Teenagers flock to the cinemas not to enjoy the plot of the film but to hear the music

· In December 1956 Elvis’ first film Love Me Tender was released; this was hugely popular with teenage girls screaming every time he appeared on stage.

·  It was whilst watching the movie and seeing the reaction that a young John realised his life’s ambition.
· Jailhouse Rock Shirt
· Worn in his first film for MGM Studios; the movie became one of his top 10 
            grossing films with takings of over 30 million dollars.

· Production for the Jailhouse Rock number is considered to be the father of modern day music videos


	Who is Elvis?

	· Elvis Presley was born in Tupelo Mississippi on January 8, 1935

· His parents Gladys and Vernon had little income and no regular employment.

· Aged 10 his school teacher encouraged him to enter a talent contest – he came 5th.

· On his 11th birthday he was given a guitar; he became totally immersed in the music around him, from rockabilly and country to blues and gospel.

· After school he still harboured dreams of a singing career and with his first wages he made a demo recording at Sun Records.

· The owner, Sam Phillips, saw his potential and called him back into the studio where he recorded That’s All Right with Bill Black and Scotty Moore

· This was picked up by a local radio DJ who played it repeatedly and in turn it became his first commercial record.

· A series of live shows followed and they were soon able to work as full time musicians

· 1955 saw Colonel Tom Parker become his manager. 

· May 1955 Heartbreak Hotel hit number two in the UK charts followed by a top ten position for Blue Suede Shoes.

· His appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show in Sept 1956 attracted 60 million viewers.
· Elvis’ Christmas Album
· Originally released in 1957 though has been reissued several times, was his first 
            of two Christmas themed albums
· It is the best selling Christmas album in the U.S having sold over 13 million copies  

· It has become his first record to be given a diamond certification by the RIAA



	We want to be like Elvis

	· Elvis was a symbol of teenage rebellion and his stage presence and energy had a big influence on young musicians.

· The raw energy of American rockers inspired John and Paul, they would copy their styles, and question the formula of the songs, then when they had found the answer accentuated it in their own performances and songs.

· As Elvis was in the charts the Beatles would regularly play his songs as part of their set lists.

	Walking in his footsteps…….

	· 1964 the Beatles set off on their first trip to America where they experienced the same hysteria and adulation from their fans that Elvis had received.

· In February their singles occupied the top five positions on the Billboard chart.

·  To cope with their increasing popularity they played bigger venues and in 1965 became the first band to perform a stadium concert, packing 55,000 into Shea Stadium in New York.

· Their first live appearance on the Ed Sullivan show broke television records as 73 million tuned in to watch.
· Ed Sullivan Telegram

· Sent by Elvis and Colonel Tom Parker congratulating the Beatles on their first 

            appearance on the show
· 73 million people tuned in to watch The Beatles’ first appearance

· This broke the television record set by Elvis when 60 million tuned in to watch him  

            perform on the show 


	The meeting of the 2 greatest icons of the 1960’s 

	· The Beatles met Elvis on August 27, 1965 at Elvis’ home on Perugia Way in Bel Air California.

· The visit lasted four hours during which time they told stories, joked, listened to records and had an impromptu jam session.

· John and Elvis were both huge Peter Sellers fans and John broke the ice by doing impressions.

· Colonel Parker and Brian Epstein their managers, agreed that no press or photography was allowed during the meeting.

· The only photos of the night are taken by a fan from outside the gates.

· There were around 20 people present during the meeting, three of which discuss the events on the television screen.
· White Fender Bass / Pool Table
· Both items played on during the only meeting between the two artists
· It is reported that during a jam session they played Cilla Black’s You’re my World



	The return of The King ®

	· December 1968 after seven years working on movies, Elvis returned to the stage on a television special reflecting on his career.

· The Comeback Special as it was dubbed was a massive success heralding a return to his musical roots.

· Early in 1969 a new studio album recorded in Memphis is released and he secures a booking for a series of 57 shows at the International Hotel in Las Vegas.

· His first performance breaks box office records and attracts widespread critical acclaim.

· He is contracted for two shows a year for the next five years; during which time he breaks his own box office records.
· On Stage / Now Albums
· Released in 1970 and ‘72 respectively these albums both feature recordings of  

            Beatle’s Songs; Yesterday and Hey Jude
· Yesterday Sheet Music

· Used by Elvis’ band when he sang at the International Hotel in Las Vegas, the 
             recording of which appears on the On Stage album


	An everalsting lagacy……

	· More than half a century since Elvis rose to fame he is still a major presence in pop culture.

· He has had 149 songs in the U.S. Billboard Top 100 Chart. In the U.S. alone he has had 150 albums certified gold, platinum or multi-platinum and one diamond
· It is estimated that he has sold one billion records worldwide.

· Elvis and the Beatles are in a unique bracket wherein no other non-current artist commands the same attention.

· Elvis is the only artist to have been inducted into the Gospel, Country and Rock n Roll halls of fame.

· The Cirque du Soliel show, Viva Elvis has 385 costume looks for a cast of 75 performers; there are 45 uniquely designed jumpsuits themed with items that were important to Elvis such as horses, cars and musical notes

· Cirque’s Love show about The Beatles, has recently celebrated its fifth anniversary
· UK Hall Of Fame Award
· The Hall of Fame started in 2004, honouring artists who had contributed to 

           British Music

· There were five founding members, Elvis represented the 1950s and the Beatles the 1960s.


End of exhibition 

