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· Rubber Soul (1965) and Revolver (1966) are two of the most highly acclaimed of the Beatles’ albums.  Many music critics now regard Revolver as the greatest Beatles album, surpassing even Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967).

· Both albums reflect a growing maturity in the Beatles’ songwriting and sound.  They were consciously moving away from their Mop Top/Beatlemania period and experimenting with new sounds (sitars, tape loops and string quartets) and more sophisticated, poetic lyrics.

· John, Paul and George’s songwriting became much more thoughtful, poetic and even political during this period.  The songs reflect the artistic and cultural interests each Beatle was pursuing in London - such as literature, theatre and religion - as well as the influence of Bob Dylan.  

· Songs like In my Life, Norwegian Wood, Girl, Michelle, Eleanor Rigby, For No One and Tomorrow Never Knows sound markedly different and more experimental to their earlier, poppier music like She Loves You and I Want to Hold Your Hand.

· The experimental period during which Rubber Soul and Revolver were recorded coincided with the Beatles giving up touring in August 1966.  From now on, the band preferred to concentrate on recording in Abbey Road, where they were safe from their fans and the prying eyes of the press.

·  The Beatles were exploring new sounds and using new instruments, such as the sitar (Norwegian Wood and Love You Too); tape loops and guitars recorded backwards (Tomorrow Never Knows and I’m Only Sleeping); string quartets and octets (Eleanor Rigby and For No One). 

· Music critics – especially highbrow and classical critics – began to rate the Beatles’ music ever more highly.  Writing in the San Francisco Chronicle, jazz critic Ralph J. Gleason called Revolver, "the most outstanding pop album in years, possibly the best of all time."
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