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· Please Please Me was the first album the Beatles ever made.  It was famously recorded in just one day on the 11th February, 1963 at Abbey Road studios in London.

· What made Please Please Me different from other records at the time was that John Lennon and Paul McCartney had written half of the album’s songs.  In 1962, this was unprecedented; bands and singers usually had songs written for them.

· John Lennon had a bad cold the day the Beatles recorded Please Please Me.  By the time the Beatles got to the final track, Twist and Shout, John and the band weren’t sure if his voice would survive.  John got through the song in one take, delivering an astonishing, raw vocal performance.  You can hear that it hurts John to sing the song but adds to the power and excitement of Twist and Shout.  

· If you listen to Twist and Shout through a good pair of headphones, you can hear Paul McCartney shout “Yay!” in celebration at the song’s end.  Paul couldn’t believe that John had managed to get through the song without losing his voice.  

· George Martin, the Beatles’ famous producer, initially wanted to record Please Please Me live in Cavern.  However, after visiting the Cavern Club, he deemed the acoustics unsuitable and decided to record the Beatles at Abbey Road studios in London instead.

· George Martin asked the Beatles if they had any songs that they could record quickly. According to Martin, "It was a straightforward performance of their stage repertoire – a broadcast, more or less."  Initially, a morning and afternoon session only were booked; the evening session was added later.  Mark Lewisohn, the Beatles’ biographer and historian later wrote: "There can scarcely have been 585 more productive minutes in the history of recorded music."
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