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General teacher’s notes on the Beatles





1. The Beatles all come from Liverpool.  The band started when the 17-year-old John Lennon was introduced to the 15-year-old Paul McCartney at the Woolton Church Fete on the 6th July, 1957.   John was performing with his band, the Quarrymen.  Paul impressed John with his singing and guitar playing – and John asked him to join the band.  
 
2. Soon after John and Paul met, Paul introduced John to his school friend, George Harrison.  At Paul’s urging, George auditioned for John Lennon and a place in the Quarrymen on the top deck of a bus.  Although John was unsure about accepting the 15-year-old George Harrison into the band, his guitar playing impressed John and he joined the Quarrymen. 

3. From 1957 to 1960, John, Paul and George played gigs wherever they could, although they still lacked a permanent drummer.  They also went through some name changes, going from the Quarrymen to Johnny and the Moondogs to The Silver Beetles until finally settling on the Beatles.   

4. In August 1960, the Beatles secured a contract to perform in Hamburg, Germany.  Still lacking a drummer, they hired Pete Best days before they left for Hamburg.  Although Hamburg was a tough city the Beatles greatly improved as a band, as they had to play for up to eight hours a night.  Paul McCartney called Hamburg “800 hours of practice.” 

5. While in Hamburg, the Beatles met another Liverpudlian – Ringo Starr – who was the drummer with another band, Rory Storm and the Hurricanes.  Ringo would often sit in and jam with the Beatles when Pete Best was unavailable.  In 1962, the Beatles asked Ringo to permanently join the band.

6. From 1958 onwards, the Beatles played 292 gigs in Liverpool’s now famous Cavern Club.  It was here that they encountered Brian Epstein, a local record shop owner who offered to manage them.  Brian smartened up the Beatles’ act and by early 1962, he negotiated the band a record contract with Parlophone-EMI in London.



7. In June 1962, the Beatles entered Abbey Road Studios in London.  Here they would meet George Martin, a music producer who recognised John and Paul’s songwriting talent.  With George Martin’s help, the Beatles recorded their first single, Love Me Do, which reached no. 17 in the charts. 

8. In February 1963, The Beatles recorded their first album Please Please Me.  A single of the same name went straight to number 1 on the charts.  By late 1963, the huge following the Beatles had in Liverpool had grown into a nationwide phenomenon: Beatlemania.  Everywhere the Beatles went, they were mobbed by screaming teenage fans.

9. In February 1964, the Beatles went to America for the first time.  At JFK airport, they were met by 3,000 adoring American fans.  They performed on the Ed Sullivan show and a staggering 73 million Americans tuned in to watch them on TV.  Their song I Want to Hold Your Hand went straight to no 1 in America – and American fans couldn’t get enough of the band.

10. From 1964-66, the Beatles toured all over the world, performing all over Europe, American, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and the Philippines.  They released hit songs like From Me to You, Help! and Yesterday, as well as hit albums; made two films (A Hard Day’s Night and Help!) and appeared on countless TV shows.  By now, the Beatles were the biggest and most famous band in the world.  

11. During this period the Beatles inspired teenagers and young people with their music, fashion sense and quick wits.  They also inspired the “Swinging Sixties,” making England – and London in particular – the coolest place to be.  

12. By 1966, the Beatles had grown tired of touring.  Their music had also become more complex and sophisticated.  Between 1966 and 1967, the band recorded three landmark albums: Rubber Soul; Revolver and Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.  These albums forever changed what popular music could be and are still hugely influential to this day.  

13. In 1968, the Beatles travelled to India to study meditation.  They help to make Indian music and culture more popular around the world.  The band also play together for a final time during the famous “rooftop concert” at their Apple headquarters in Saville Row, London on the 20th January, 1970.  

14. The Beatles would release three more albums: The White Album, Abbey Road and Get Back before splitting up in April 1970.  The Beatles’ fans were heartbroken but the incredible music the Beatles made is more popular today than ever before.

15. The Beatles music and legacy has won them millions of fans around the world.  Their music has inspired countless musicians and bands from Oasis to Taylor Swift.  The Beatles have also sold over 600 million albums worldwide.  
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